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When Bud Groth and his former business partner, 
David Petersen, founded PetzLife nearly ten years 

ago, their main mission was to offer safe, non-toxic 
dental care products for dogs and cats. These products 
are formulated to remove plaque from an animal’s 
teeth without the need for brushing or scaling. The 
company has more than succeeded in that respect, and 
has continued adding further products to its line, such as 
shampoos, aromatherapy sprays, flea and tick repellents 
and more.  

But Bud, who purchased his share of the business from 
David, hasn’t stopped at formulating and selling products. 
His love for animals inspired him to do what he can to 
help dogs and cats, beyond providing them with healthy, 
natural products. 

One of his initiatives is helping veterinary students attend 
the American Holistic Veterinary Medical Association’s 
annual conference. The AHVMA explores and supports 
alternative and complementary approaches to veterinary 
healthcare, and the annual conference features dozens 
of seminars on topics ranging from chiropractic and 
acupuncture to homeopathy, nutrition, massage, Reiki 
and more. 

‘The very first veterinarian who came on board with us 
was Dr. Susan Maier,” explains Bud. “She invited me to 
attend the AHVMA conference in 2006, saying it would 

be a great way to meet many of her contemporaries. It 
was at the second conference that I was really moved by 
the dedication of the students who were in attendance.” 
However, Bud noticed only five students were there, so 
he vowed to do something to help more of them afford 
to attend. “I got up with tears in my eyes and dedicated 
$10,000 as a fund to help more students attend.”

Thanks to this annual fund, many veterinary schools now 
have a holistic chapter that sends one or two student 
representatives to the AHVMA conference every year. 
“This year, I think 26 or even more students were able to 
attend, largely because of our financial help,” says Bud. 
“The feedback has been phenomenal. At the conference 
we often get a standing ovation and again I tear up just for 
the privilege of being able to help. The dedication of these 
students to take up veterinary medicine is a challenge in 
itself, but to accept the additional challenge of specializing 
in a particular alternative field takes courage, and they 
need all the support offered by the AHVMA.”

PetzLife also supports shelters and rescues. “We are 
strong advocates for no-kill shelters and are working 
closely with one of the greatest right here in Minnesota – 
Animal Ark. We also have a special section on our website 
where shelter/rescue facilities are listed – in many cases, 
we offer them free product to get started, then continue 
with special pricing so they can raise money for their 
organizations.” 

by Ann brightmAn

Not too many busy entrepreneurs go 
out of their way to add philanthropic 
work to their already lengthy to-do 

lists. Here’s one that does.
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Bud (right) presents a check to aHVMa president, Dr. Rick Palmquist.


